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Shallow. — " twill marry Jier, Sir, at ytur requtjl ; but if there be no great love in the begin* 
" ning, yet heaven way decreafe it upon better acquaintance,, when we are married ; and have 
(' more occafion to know one another ; I hope, up'm familiarity, will grow more contempt : but if 
"jtoa/jy,, marry her, I will marry her,, that lam freely diffohed, and diffolutelyP 

Merry • Wives of- Wind son, 



HP 

JL HE Story told in the following Letter, 
may, perhaps, appear to be rather 'the detatf 
of a domcilic grievance, than a matter con- 
nected with the defign of this Paper ; yet, as 
it reprefents the diflrefTes of a female and an 
Irifhwoman, we could not rcfufe it admifllon. 
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I AM a young woman defcendedof a-very 
ancient family, but owing to the thoughtlefT- 
nefs of my anceftors, and fomc foolifh dif- 
P":oi lii'i ween them, nptrrnvatcd by obflinatc 
bin- ,ri( 11, a- tsi ilh; (iilc (if a fuiall family ef- 
!.'!••, I w.i'- at a my oat!) period of lift, thrown, - 
as I may l.iy, upon the- world, with little more 
than youth, health, and 3 good temper, to 
ftippott me. I fet up a (hop furnifhed with 
but a few trifling articles, and althoug-h I en- 
countered many difficulties, my fituation gra- 
dually improved, and in the courfe of a few 
years, I' began to think of enlarging my trade, 
and bettering my condition. Th"e> chief, ob- 
ftacle I bad to encounter in this, was tbejealo'u- 
fy and ill-nature of a difliant relation by the 
mother's fide, wh6 lived at no great diftance 
from me, and who had taken advantage of my 
infancy and poverty, to treat me as" a mere de- 
pendant, and to counteract all my efforts for 
opulence and comfort. Thefe pretentions of 
his arofe from the natural pride .and imperiouf- : 
ntf, of his difpofition, joined to a fordid and 
difhonefr. wifli to get poffeiTion of, my family cf- 
tr.te, to which- he. had no other claim, than that 



it lay contiguous to his own," and that' we both 
held under the fame landlord;' At the particu- 
lar period which I have already alluded to, my, 
projeQ'of more extended commercial dealings, 
alarmed all his bad feelings ; our trade was of 
the fame kind, I was placed m a fituation more 
convenient for cuflomers, and although my 
capital was fmaller, yet as 1 was fubje£t to lefs 
boufe rent, he , apprehended 1 might deal on 
more advantageous terms,' He infilled there- 
fore, that I fhould fubmit all my affairs to his 
management, that I fhould not engage in any 
byfinefs without his permiffion, and that all my 
receipts and expenditures, fhould be regulated 
by perfons of his appointment,' and accountable 
mciely to him. Thefe propofals were fo pre- 
posterous and unjufl;, that I pofitively refufed 
to comply with them, and having now got- 
fome money, and many friends, who were alt 
hearty in my- caufe, I fpoke out boldly to Mr. 
Bull, . and -told him plainly, . that he, muft not 
intermeddle in my concerns; that I'was willing 
to live on terms of friendship with him, as rela- 
tions fhould .do, and that he might probably 
find his account in fuch a commerce," but that 
if he would attempt to force me into compli- 
ance, his friends and mine, rauft try whofe 
heads were hardeft. 

Thefe representations had fo great an effect^ 
that in the year 1783, he bound himfelf by a 
deed under his hand and'feal, never to inter- 
fere with me or my bufiners, but that I fhould 
have the exclufive' management of, and 'domi- 
nion over it. Thisfatisfaction, and, as I thea- 
thought, , unimpeachable fecuriry on- his part,. 
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produced the fulteft return of friendfhip and con- 
fidence, on .mine ;— my trade, under my own 
management, rapidly increafedj my. 'know- 
ledge of bufinefs ripened, my capital doubled, 
many of thcincumb'ranceson 'my -eftate were 
cleared off, the tenants who ufed to be' at- con- 
ftartt logger-heads, forgot their. animofitie's, 
and paid theirrents punctually, and I indulged 
myfelf in the fond hope of years of comfort and 
profperity before." me. — "Nor had- my kinfman 
any reafon to be uninterefted in my good for 
tupe, -for, as I am naturally.of an open and ge- 
nerous heart, 1 1 felt warm gratitude to him, for 
doing me no injury, and was always ready to af- 
fift him with my-credi't and friends ; indeed to 
borrow a phrafe fromMr. Sampfon's Pamphlet 
on the Union,* " my interefl: was his intereft, 
my profperity his profperity, and - my power 
his aggrandizement ;" infomuch fo, that tho' 
he had difgufted one of his own neare.ft 
relations, and molt valuable connections, 
by the fame mercenary and tyrannical 
conduct, which he had mrnifefted towards 
me, and had forced him totally to renounce 
all bonds of alliance with him ;^ yet dill I re- 
mained foclofcly attached to him, and' by my 
heartinefs in his caiife, efpecially in his (hipping 
bufinefs, did him .fo much fervice, that his' beft 
friends acknowledge, he would have made a 
forry figure without me. Well ! fo far as it 
depended upon me," things might have gone in 
the fame happy way to this hour. ; for although 
I am perfuaded that Mr. Bull never was'fincere 
in his accomodation with me, even at the time • 
when he figned the deed (he having, in fact, - 
made an attempt" to violate it, in two or- three 
years after its execution,) yet {till I would, for 
peace fake, bavefubmitted toiome imposition, 
and would have trufi'ed- to my own temper arid 
vigilance, to prevent any ferious rupture. — But 
heis now bringing matters between us, to an 
extremity which makes, it neceffary for me to 
take a decided part. 

ft feems that for fo'me time pail- he has en- . 

* Arguments fir and againft an Union conftdere4~—riovf known 
to be written by, Counfellor Sampfon, notwfthftandjng tlie 
contradiction thereof in Saunders's News-Letter. 



gaged in a courfe of very ridiculous extrava- 
gance, and waited a great part of his property 
in grouridlefs litigation. This has been partly 
owing to his haughty, purfe-proud temper, but 
principally to the -ill-advifed, chimerical plans, 
of a Head Clerk, whom he has employed in his 
office, and to whom he has committed the ma- 
nagement of all his affairs, with a.blind and un- 
accountable infatuatidn. This perfon, whofe 
father was very worthy and refpectable, and 
who fet out in life himfelf, with a good cha- 
racter, has played the flxangeft fet" of pranks 
that ever were thought of by mortal man. . To 
defcribe to you the dance he has led Mr." Bull, 
would be an endlefs talk, vapouring about ceco- 
ndrnical expenditure, and increafed revenue, 
till he has left him without a guinea, and fwag- 
gering in fupportof the relations of amity and 
peace", fill-hejias involved him in deadly va> 
riances-withall his neighbours — fuffice it to fay, 
that he' has fo bewildered the mind, and fa- 
tigued the body, and exhaufted the wealth, of 
his unfortunate employer, that from a reafon- 
ablc, healthy, affluent man, he has become a 
flimfy invalid, and in point of credit, little bet- 
ter thmi a fcitr.flyer. But to come to what 
■ chiefly concerns myfelf:— This adventurer., 
finding that all his projects are nearly blown up, 
and dreading the fatal confequences which 
muft enfue from.an abrupt difclqfure to Mr. Bull 
and his family, of the miferable extremity to 
which he has reduced them, has formed the 
fchemeof getting poffefllon of me and^alll am 
worth, in the hope of making what they call 
a flop-gap of me, and fo, protracting, for % a 
while, the inevitable hour of his own difgrace 
and punifliment — For this unworthy purpofe, 
he has contrived to.introdnce into my houfe, a 
fet of his own creatures whofe object is to ex- 
oite. diffenfion amongft the family. — One, in, 
particular, who called himfelf a Cook, but 
really had been a fcullionin Mr. Bull's family, 
I- was prevailed onto hire as .a fhop boy, tho' 
he was very ragged, and had no difchaige to 
produce ; and notwithstanding his being -very 
ufelefs, and very faucy, yet. having taken him 
through folly,. I kept him through charity; 
but bitter caufe indeed have I to repent my indif- 
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eretion in this' particular, for 1 have difcover- . 
ed that this wretched creature, tho' he -neither 
knows how to fpeak or write,~ yet by trie -force 
of impudence and cunning, and by means of a 
falfe key to my till, has been able to corrupt ma- 
ny of my domeftics, to fow the mod virulent 
animofities amongft others, and. to blacken 
my reputation, with numbers of credulous and 
fimple people. Some of my fcrvants he has 
perfuaded (by infufmg groundlefs fears and jea- 
Joufies into their minds) to put on orange live- 
ries, , and to threaten death and dcftruction to 
the reft; thofe others again, by fimilar mifre- 
prefentations, he has induced to array . them- 
fslves in green, and to commit .the moll horri- 
ble exceffes, and others he has - actually and . 
openly paid with my own money, to aggravate 
and perpetuate' the quarrels between the. two 
former— but this is 'a mere prelude to the re- 
mainder of his plan, for I have difcovered that 
this complicated fyftem of vice and treachery, 
has bee~h adopted merely for the purpofe of 
compelling me to marry Mr. Bull ; and this con- 
temptible wretch, has had, within thefe few 
days, the prefumption to avow to me all his- 
enormities, and to tell me that ,he has fo im- 
paired' my means, blaftecf my character, , and 
exafperatcd my family, that I have no refource 
but in the match, nay, he has actually been 
bafe enough, to publifh an- advertifement, in- 
forming all my friends, that 1 have been de- 
bauched by Mr. Bull, through his- procure- 
ment, and lived in a (late of grofs proftitution 
with him, for many years part. If this were 
true, need I comment on the treachery of "dif- 
clofingthe paft, and the meannefs of propo- 
fing the future connection. 

But fir, conceive, I beg of you, theridi- 
culoufnefs' of this ^overture. I to marry Mr. 
Bull! Mr. Bull; whom, in, the year 1783, 
when he was tolerably vigorous, arid reafon- 
ably wealthy, and well reputed, I would have 
rejected with contempt ! Mr; Bull, now that 
he has had repeated fits of the falling ficknefs, 
and that a commiflion of bankrupts is ready 
to iffueagainfthim! — I could not'have believed 
the propofal ferious, if the old gentleman him- 
felf had not gravely avowed it. Hear, I beg 



of you, the inducements which he .holds out 1* 
me. There is to be no cohabitation, -for we 
are ftill, to continue to live on different fides of 
the water— ho reduction of expences, for our- 
Separate eftabliihments are to be kept up— all 
my fervants to be paid by rrTe, but to take their 
orders from him — the entire -profits of my trade 
to be fubjected to his i management, and applied 
in difcharge of his debts— my family eftate to 
beafligned to him, without any fettlement being 
made on me or my iffue, or any provifion for 
the event of a feparation. . He tells me, at the 
fame time, that I am to .reap great advantages, 
the particulars of which" he does not think- pro- 
per to'difclofe arid that, in the mean time, I 
mud agree to the match, andtha't a' fettlement 
(hall. hereafter be drawn up agreeable to his di- 
rections, and by his lawyers. This, you will 
fay, is rather an extraordinary carte blanche, 
from "an jnfolvent" gentleman, puffed- his grand 
clim'aaeric, to a handfome young woman of 
good character and eafy circumftances. But 
this is not" all ; the pride of the negociation is 
equal to its difhonefty, for, though I am befet 
and affailed in private, and threatened with ac- 
tual' force if I do not confent to this unnatural 
alliance,' yet, in order to fave the feelings .of 
the Bull family, and to afford a pretext for an 
inadequate fettlement, I am defired, in defpite 
of all maidenly precedent, to make the firft 
public advances, and to fupplicate, as a boon, 
that he will gratify my , amorous defires, and 
condefcend to receive me 'and my .appurtenan- 
ces under his protection. Still one of the prin- 
cipal features of this odious tranfaction remains 
to be detailed ;• would you Relieve it, that this 
old finner, feveral years ago, married a* lady, 
who, though of harfh features and (lender for- 
tune,, was of honourable parentage and good 
character,, and who is,', at this hour, alive, and 
treated by him with every mark of 'flight and 
contumely';, and it is "worthy of obfervation, 
that many of the claufes.in-the articles/ which 
were very carefully drawn up previous to )m 
marriage with this lady, have been .fcaridaloufly 
violated by hirn. 

Some few of my friends at firft teized me to 
yield to this fcandalo'us propofal, partly , appre- 
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bending tliat 'the animofities between my fer- 
vants in the Orange and Greea liveries, cannot 
be in any other manner fubdu'ed, and, partly, 
conceiving that this is the only method by 
which I can avoid a marriage with another per- 
fon who bas, for fome time, affected an ho- 
nourable paflion for me. In both thefe opini- 
ons, ' however, I have fatisfied them they arc 
miftaken. As to, the firft, thefe fooh'fh badges 
have been encouraged for the very purpofe of 
promoting Bull's, match, and, I am fure, by 
proper remonftrances, and indulgent treatment, 
on my part, I can eafily petfuade all thofewho 
regard 'me to lay them afide ; indeed, I think 
I perceive them already deferting them, in 
confequence of. their feeing into_the'defigns of 
thofewho at firft inftigated them ;■ but the truth 
is, the great bulk of' my adherents never adopt- 
ed either of them ; and, ,\ am convinced, are 
beartiiy attached to my intcrefts; and ready, if 
ncceflar.y, to lay down their Jives to preferve 
me in my prefent independent ftate. As to the- 
fecond rcafon, I am not in any danger from the 
propofals of marriage made to me from another 
quarter. I know too w.cll the mercenary and 
(lithohourablc views of that pcrfon to lirton to 
him for a moment. I have before my- eyes the 
examples, of the wretched victims, fome of 
whom he has forceably violated, others whom' 
he has feduced under fp'ecious promifes, and all 
of whornhc has reduced to a ftate' of .vice 'and 
poverty. I thank God I am in no danger ei- 
ther from his violence or artifices. The truth 
is, I am determined to live and die a maiden, 
and I now apply to youmerefy for advice as to 
what is the moft effectual method- of protect- 
ing myfelf* in ' thafc refolution.. If my object 
v/as merely togetridof Bull, the fhorteft way 
would be to ' marry hirn., as fuch an unnatural 
union muft very Toon end' in feparatioh and di- 
vorce, but I have no fuch view, for, ill' as I 
have been treated, I have no vviflv to break ofF 
ajl connection with an old acquaintance and re-, 
latiort,- ne'tthei; will I liften to the advice of thofe 
who bid me get into a paffion," and break Bull's 
•windows, "'and tar and feather' my (hop- boy ^ 



(though I confefs this Tatter part holds out thong 
inducements.) Ort the whole, I am convinced, 
that the true line of conduct for me to adopt, 
is, a firm and a temperate. one. I will refo- 
lutely reject the propofed match, and let my 
kinfman fee the wickednefs and folly of it. I 
will appeal to him and his friends againft the 
frenzy of his clerk; and, above all, I will lay 
my grievances before our head landlord, who- 
has been always juft and gracious to me, and I 
will rely on him for full protection. But if,, 
after alj, the Bulls will riot fuffer me to live on 
friendly terms with them, and will ftill perfift 
in their dithoneft practices in my family, I 
will turn out their adherents, (whom I well 
know) and, in all events, I willreftdre my 
fhop-boy to his original rags and infignificance, 
and fend him to ^the place fiom whence he came. 
I .will re-eftablifti harmony amongft all thof6' 
who ihouldnaturally be my friends, and if > the 
Bulls fhouid attempt to offer me any infolence, 
I truft I fhall be able to repel fqrec by force. 

I am, Sir, 
Your" afflicted, but determined humble fcrvanf, 

SHEELAGH. 

A QUiERY FOR CASUISTS. 

.The Irifh.Bar appear clearly t'o.have been cor- 
ruptly interefted, as parliamentary fpeculatorsj 
in theirdeclaration againft an Union, but they 
were not unanimous,, the divifion being 1 66 to. 
32- 

Now, the Corporation of Dublin were una- 
nimous againft it. — For their "numbers fee Al- 
manack,. 

The Merchants and Bankers were nn.in?* 
mous againft it— abotft 300 men. 
. ThcAttornies were unanimous againft it—, 
about 400. 

Quaere.— How much- more corrupt exaftly. 
ard the aforefajd bodies than the Bar ? 
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The Editors acknowledge the receipt of fevera] excel- 
lent favour*, which,, in many parts, bear a clofe' refe'm- 
Wanceto the foregoing paper •,' they fliall, however,, in due: 
time,, receive admiflion.'. 
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